246         NOTICE  ON THE BUDDHIST MONKS.

discrepancies, it is not the less striking to find in the
Brahminical body, such as it is constituted by the regula-
tions of the Vedas, the germ f*f all the principal obser-
vances enjoined on the Buddhist that leaves the world, to
follow the path leading to perfection.

The life of a Brahmin, not as it is now, but as it origin-
ally was, and now ought to be, if the regulations of the
Vedas had not been partly set aside, is one of laborious
study, austerity, self-denial, and retirement. The first
quarter of his life is spent in the capacity of student.
His great and sole object is the study of the Vedas, and
the mastering of their contents. Worldly studies are not
to be thought of. He is entirely under the control of his
preceptor, to whom he has to yield obedience, respect, and
service in all that relates to his daily wants. He must,
moreover, daily beg his food from door to door. The
Buddhist novice likewise withdraws from his family,
enters the monastery, lives under the discipline of the
head of the house, whom he obeys and serves in his
daily necessities, and devotes all his undivided atten-
tion to the study of religious books. He pays no regard
to worldly knowledge. He has likewise to go out
every morning to beg the food that he will use during
the day.

The second quarter of the Brahmin's life is thus em-
ployed. He marries and lives with his family, but he
must consider his chief employment to be the teaching of
the Vedas and a zealous discharge of the religious obser-
vances and of all that relates to public worship. He must
sedulously abstain from, too sensual and worldly enjoy-
ments, even from music, dancing, and other amusements
calculated to lead to dissipation. The Buddhist monkish
institution being not hereditary, and its continuance and
development having not to depend upon generation, its
members are bound to a strict celibacy, and to an absolute
and entire abstinence from all sensual and worldly enjoy-
ments inconsistent with gravity, self-recollection, ancl self-